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Four C’s

In the sune, 1982, Ediorial
(and once earlier), we referred to a
mysterious method of vatuation: **on the
count we use to program a computer, the
example hand is worth 12,95 Quite a
surprising number of readers have
written to demand details, so we will
oblige—after warning that this computer
count was devised for use bya machine;
it is not meant for mere mortal Masters.

Its genesis came in g conversation
between Editors, Edgar asked Jeff
whether his computer would be gracious
enough to generate 100 or so pairs of
hands, suitable for bidding practice,
with auctions starting with two clubs
{Edgar and Betty were tinkering with
their responses to their big opening bid).
“Sure," said Jeff, “but you've got to
tell me how to tell my machine exactly
what sort of hands you open with two
clubs.”” After. lots of discussion and
reflection. Edgar decided that the key
variables, in his Jjudgment, were con-
trols, losers, and playing strength (suit
quality).

With much trial-and-error experi-
mentation, numerical values were as-
signed. Controls were counted normal-
Iy. 2 for an ace, 1 for a guarded king.
Losers were measured backwards: every
ace, guarded king, and twice-guarded
queencounted 1, as a “‘non-loser’; also,
every card less than three-card length in
a sujt counted I, as a non-loser. The
combination of the Control and (non-}
Loser counts yielded interesting results,
An ace had a value of 3 (2 for control, |
fornon-]oser).akingZ(l control, | non-
loser), a guarded queen I (non-loser);
the Four Aces count for honors! In
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addition, a. void suit provided 3 non-
losers, a singleton 2. a doubleton 1: the
Goren count for distribution! (Very
early, we modified the shortness count
by assuming that g “‘normal”™ hand
contains one doubleton. Thus, we did
Nat count the first short card. And a 4-3-
3-3 hand counted minus half a point for
distribution. )

Suit quality, plaving strength, we
computed by multiplying the point-
count(4-3-2-1) in any sujt by the number
of cards in that suit. then dividing by ten.
Thus, the computer would count up this
hand, say,

AAKXxXX Uxxxxx CAK &4,
for suit quality: 3.3 in spades {7 x 5
divided by 10). 0 in hearts, 1.4 in
diamonds, .4 in elubs—3.3; then. for
honors (controls plus non-losers): 5 in
spades, 0 in hearts, 5 in diamonds. 3 in
clubs—1I3; then, for shortness (non-
losers): discounting the first doubleton,
2. Total value, 20.3. The machine
would reject this hand as 2 wo-club
opening, since the minimum was 22 for
a long-major hand (24 fora long minor).
However, suppose that the shori-suit

-honors were transferred to long suits:

AMAKxxx VAKxxx ¢ aAx & x.

The controls and non-iosers remain the
same, but the suit-quality count goes up
to 7.8. The hand has a value of 23 .8, so
the computer would select it as a two-
club opening. The machine's Jjudgment
accorded with ours—fine!

Of course, many minor modifications
were needed. In the honor count, we
added .5 extra for certain short-honor
combinations otherwise unvalued: a
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